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To the Worfipf xl The Faflices of the Peace for 
the Counties of SALOP and DE N. 


GENTLEMEN, Bo 


sk two plain Sermons had been 
AF ſent abroad, without ary Addreſs 
of this kind, if I had not ſeen 
vith much concern, that all our 
repeated Endeavours to check the 
growth of theſe Sius have been attended with, 
but poor Succeſs ; and that whatſoever we 


Preach or Write, hath not force and weight 


enough to Stem the Tide of theſe Infectious 
ſpreadivg Fvils, when Immortality and Profane- 
neſs have like a Deluge overflowed the, whole 
Nation, to whom thould we, apply, but to 
Ton, who have it in Your power to make it a 


Same ful, or a Pai»ſull, or a Chargeable thing 


to ſwear an Oath, ta utter a Curſe, and to be 
Drunk; and when the Terrors of the next 
World haveloſt their Wonted power and in- 
fluence,. what have we left to do, but to call 


in the Penalties of this World, to our Aſſiſt- 
ance, that ſome Stop may be put to the in- 


creale of a Sin, that ſheds ſuch a Malignant 
anfluence all arourd, that almoſt every body 


has caught the infection; and Sin that is in 


it felf, ſo ferſcleſe, fo fruitleſs, and Inſipid, 
VV that 


that it neither pleaſes nor profits thoſe who 
are gnilty of it, and yet at the ſame time 
does the greateſt diſhonour to God, and 1s 
the moſt daring, preſumptuous, and provoking 
Offeuce, that almoſt can be committed; It 
3s, I confeſs, .-a_matter. of reproach. to us 
Chriftians, that Fear and Shame, a Pecuniary 
Mulct; or Corporal Puniſhmept, \ ſhould ve a 
greater Check. or eſtraint Men, than 
the Fear of offendiug God, (Who can puniſh 
both Body and Soul with endleſs pains ; but 
we muſt be content to take Men as ve find 
them, and be glad, it any Conſideratio..s, 
How fthamefull or poor Soever, can keep them 
ffom falling into ſuch Enermous Offences, 
But you may poſſibly reply, why this Ad- 
dreſſe to us, who are ready to put the Laws 
in Execution, and puniſh every offender, 
whenever Information ſhall be given us; I 
make no doubt of this; and I ſee and lament 
that the Impunity of ſuch Offenders does ina 
great Meafure proceed from want of Accuſers, 
and that this is the great Obſtruction, that 
Hes in the Way to the good work of Reform · 
ation, that Wants te be removed. But yet 
the Law has not left us without remedy, but 
yearly calls upon every Church- Warden and 
Conſtable, and binds it upon their Conſcien- 
ces, by the Solemn Obligation of an Oath tn 
make a true Preſentment of all Defaults and 
Offences committed within their Diſtris a 
gainſt the Laws of the Realm, to the beff of 
their skill and Krowledge, and if theſe per- 
ſons would well and Truly and Conſcientiouſly 
«itcharge, the Puties of their Office, whom 
F way be allowed · to call Frfcrmers forthe State 
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we ſhould quickly ſee another face of things. 
If this Paper ſhould chance to fall into the 
hands of any Perſons who are likely to be call d 
to the Diſcharge of either of theſe Offices, I 
would beg'bf them once in earneſt, ferjoufly* 
to bethii themſelves, how they can acquit. 
their Sculs from the heavy guilt of Perjury, if 
thro favour, Affection, or the Fear of Man, 
they conrive at the Common Swearer and 
Drunkard, and fail to preſent every ſuch Of- 
fender to the Eccleſiaſtical and Secular Judges, 
as they will have ſworn to do; and I would 
alſo defire them to remember that the Law, 
which is made for the Terror and the punifh- 
meit of the Ungodly, 1s but a dead Letter, 
and all the Zealous Endeavours of the moſt 
upright Magiſtrates are render'd ineffectual 
through their Negle&t. J am well aware to 
what a paſs the World is come in this matter, 
and how Odious the Name of an Informer is 
become; but whether it deferves the hatred 
with which che World perſues it, may be 
well worth onr inquiry, and if I can reſcue 
it from the In famy it at .Preſent Labours un- 
der, I ſhall Eſteem my ſelf to have done no 
ſmall piece of Service to Religion. As for my 
ſelf, I am fo fart from being aſhamed, that 
I teke this Opportunity to declare in the 
face of my Countrey, that IJ have been an 
Informer, and J truſt J thall never want ſo 
poor a Stock ef Chriſtian Courage and reſolu- 
tien, as will enable me to do the like, when- 
erer occaſion offers, I am I confeſſe ſome- 
what unwilling to go to the bottom of the 
 Fvil, and to lay open the Source, from 
whence all gur Miſtakes and wrong not ions 
5 9 BL 
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Informers, 


VC 
about this mat ter ſpring, from whence we 
have learnt to call Good, Evil, aud Evil, 
Good, becauſe it betrays ſuch a Degen eracy 
in Mankind, ſuch a corruption of Maniers, 
ſuch a coldneſs. Indifference, and want of 
Zeal in the cauſe of God, and the Service of 
Religion, as I ſhould be loath to lay any 
people under the imputation of, 

Here I laid my Pen aſide, and fell into a 
deep amuſement, revolving in my mind 
what Arguments to uſe, to raiſe up a beco- 


ming Zeal in the hearts of thoſe Men whom 
it moſt concerned, to draw them from the 


Word of God, was only to tell them, what I 
knew had often been told them before, to 
little purpoſe, I was therefore to look out 


ſomewhere elſefor aſſiſtance, and put to find 
out other reaſons, and to ſpin them, as it were 


out of my own Brain, when Lo, in the midſt of 
this anxiety of thought, an ddvertiſement in 
a Weekly News Paper came in very ſeaſonably 
to my relief, and furniſhed me with an Argu- 


ment, which I will venture to ſay, no Man 


can ſtand out againſt. 


The Ad ve⸗ tiſement is, as follows: 


within the City of Worceſter, give Notice 


to all Perſons, whe lee Dogs to defflroy the 
Game, not being duly Qualified, that they forth - 
with diſpoſe f ſuch Dogs, or they will be proſe cu- 
ted at the charge and expenſe of the ſaid Society, 


and that all due Encouragement will bs given to all 
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Well, ſaid I, as ſoon as J had Read this, 
ſurely now the Name of an Informer will be 
no longer branded with a mark of Infamy, 
ſince here is a Society of Gentlemen combin- 
ed togethetto bring it into credit and eſteem, 
ſhall it be accounted a commendable Action, 
ſhall Men be invited, encouraged, and re- 
 warded to inform againſt their poor Neigh- 
bours, for deftroying the Game? and ſhall 
they de diſcountenanced, and diſcouraged, 
Hated; and Reviled, who inform againſt 
Curſers, Swearers, and Drunkards? If the Name 
of an Informer be in any caſe Odious, it cer- 
taialy is in this; where either Ill will to 
his Neighbour; or the Hope of a Reward, is the 
Motive that draws him to it. It is much o- 
therwiſe with him, who Informs againſt 
Swearers &c. for He can have no other mo- 
tive to it, but a well meant Zeal; that God 
may be no longer diſhonoured, and his 
Neighbour may not be ſuffered to Live on 
in ſuch a ſinfull miſchievous PraQiſe. for he 
gets nothing by it. He knows, the the Forfer- 
ture is to go to the Poor. _ 
If one was to aske the Gentlemen of Vor- 
cefer what is now their Opinion of ſuch Per- 
ſons, who turn Informers againſt thofe whe 
are Guilty of Swearing. &c. What other an- 
ſwers could rhey make, than this, that al!“ 
L ought to be given to all ſuch; 
Informer. Theſe Gentlemen have my thanks 
for their endeavouts to bring the Name of 
an Informer into Repute again, and I wiſh 
them much Health to enjoy their .Diverfi- 
ons; and I alſo wiſh that they and other 
:Geutlemep, who are ſo Zealous to preſeaye 
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They would declare, that they themſelves 


WWꝓ⁊ꝗ 
the Game, and have entered into à Society 
to proſecute every Offender againſt the Game, 


Act at their Common charge, would in the 
midſt of their Sports and Exerciſes remem 


ber God, aun do Him ſome Honour, why hath 


raiſed tbem up, and. diſtinguiſned them by 
ſo many Priviledges above their Netghbeurs; 
and that they would lay out ſome ſmail ſhare 


of their Zeal and Mo'ey, in profecuting e- 


very Offender againſt, and Profaner of the 


Name of that God, to whom they Staud in- 
_ for fo many Superior Bleſſings of 
e,. 

But to come nearer to the Thing which I 
principally intended by this Addreſs, | 

If I might be pardoned, the freedom, I 
would ſuggeſt a method, which, till a better 
can be found out, may nelp to ſuppreſs, that 


Immorality and Profaneneſs that aboundsſo 


much among us. | 

The Method 1s this, „„ 

If the Fuffices of Peace would draw up and 
Subſcribe with their own hands in open Quar- 
ter Seſſions a Declaration, importi g, that 
they have unanimouſly agreed to put the 
Law in Execution, impartially againſt all 


ſuch Perſons, who ſhall Curſe and ſwear, and 


Profane the Lord's Day, or commit any other 
Vice, And that in order to bring all ſuch 


Offenders to puniſhment, they will give all 
due Countenance ayd Encouragement to all 


well diſpoſed Perſons, who ſhall give them 


Information of ſuch Crimes; and that, in 


order to filence an Objection uſually made, 
that Magiſtrates are guilty and do not pay, 


wil 


— . * 


Proclamat ion againſt Profaneneſs, is duly read 
four times in every Year. in open Quarter 
Seſſions, and in every Church? Let. them, who _ 

make this Objection tell us, what good fruits 


4 


read. in the Churches; that al: Perſons may 
beoften reminded of the Reſolutions of the 


proved. Ine ffectuàl to this good Purpoſe; Ter 
every other method be tried that is likely to 
be attended with better ſucceſs, Such a Declu- 


given before, and put into Practiſe, & has, 1 
am well aſſured had a very happy iwfluence, 


and learned Biſhop Bull. t6. the Fuſtices of, | 
; Peace; for the County of ö Iy ind 5 
. | | ES” 'v Y 
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will pay any Forfeiture, they ſhall incur by 
the Commiſſion of the ſaid crimes. That every. 
Clergyman in the County be requeſted to take 

a Copy of the ſaid Declaration on Parchment, 
that it be put into a Frame, aud hung out at 
the Church Doors yearly, on the thrèe great 
Feſtivals, viz. Vhitſuntide, Eaſter, and Chriſt-. 
maſs, and at all times, when the Ad 6 
Parliament againſt Curfing and Swearing is 


6 — m Pp _ 
„ Iam aware, it may be ſaid; what need 1s. : 
there of ſach a Declaration, when the Royal 


JO and ſo avoid the Commiiſion of the 


that has produced, therefore ſince that hes 


ration ſubſcribed by thoſe who have the pow- - 
er in their hands to puniſh every Offender, is, 

1 believe what every. Body ſecs, moſt likely to 
keep ſuch Naughty People in Awe, and ;to 
produce the beſt Effects. I am. the. morę for- 
ward to offer this Advice, becauſe It. has been, 


upon. the Lives and manners of thoſe, for whoſe 
benefit it was intended. It was {ſuggeſted,as I 


dave reaſon to believe, by th late very 7 1 
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very readily and cheerfully embraced by } - 
thoſe Gentlemen, whoſe Example is very wor- 


thy of Imitation. = 
There is another lnſtance of the excellent 
diſpoſition of the Gentlemen of Caermartben ; 
which I recommend in the moſt earneſt man- 
ner to the conſideration. of the Gentlemen 
of theſe: two Counties, that they would imi- 
tate Them in the good care they took to 
ſupply the Spiritual wants of the Poor Priſo- 
ners in their County Goal; by ſettling an 
Annual Salary upon a Clergyman to read the 
Prayers of our Church, & once in a month to 
Preach tothem, & to alminiſter to them the 


comfortable Sacrame it of the Body & Blood 


of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. They 
who are acquainted with the uature and con- 
dition of thoſe Places, can tell you, They are 
the little Images of Hell, not only in their 


chains and Darkneſs, but in thoſe Oaths and 


| Execration thoſe rageing Blaſphemies, & pr os 
. faraations of all things ſacred, together with 


..a horrid train, of other Immoralities. There's * 


many a man here, goes in both Juſt & Ho- 
neſt & Religious, but Unfortunatez but 
while he Abides there, by degrees he 
. Jearns the curſed manners of that Place, aud 
becomes almoſt a Devil in Human ſhape, pre- 
pared for every ſort of Villany, Which ſhews 


the great Neceſſity, as well as great chari- | 


ty in maki g a Spiritual Proviſion for thoſe 


unhappy Perſons, that a ſeaſe of Religion may | 


be kept alive among them | 


I have now done; only gi 


ve me leave to! 


lament a little, the fate of our Excellent | burch | 
that the Members of ber Communion ſhould a | 
mal 
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fadly deſlinguiſh themſelves from all there - 
olf their Fellow Subjects by their Curſing and 
' Swearing. Look round about among all our 
Sectaries, that Diſſent from the Efablifhed Mor- 
ip, and ſee whether any of them are guil - 
ty of this wicked Practiſe, They are, it ſeems, 


not ſo Polite and well Bred, and know not 


how to embelliſh their Language; the Gent le- 
men of the Church of England have engroſſed 
thus as Priviledge to Themſelves ; It is almoſt 
become the Characteriffick and Teft of a Good 
8 Churchman,'Whence is it that Fewhohavethe 
beſt Religion ſhould deform it with the worſt 
*% Manners? Iwiſh I could as eaſily find a rem- 
* edy and Cure for this Evil, as I can give a pro- 
Z bable account of the Riſe of it. It is, I think 
cwiyg ta the Wretched Hypocriſie of thoſe 
wild Enthuſiaſts and Blind Zealots, who in 
the Late ſad Times of Anarchy and confuſion 


did much miſchief in tbe Name of the Lord, & 
never failed to ſeek God in long Prayers and 


Faſting, when they were preparirg to per 


petrare the greateſt Villauies. This the diſt- 
reſſed Members of our Church ſaw with Indi- 


gnation; and, when that Glorious Day ſhone 


torth, that reſettled our Ancient Conftitu- 


tion both in Church and State, They laugh- 


ed ſo long at the Religious Diſſimulat ion of 


"thoſe vile Pretende rs toSanctity and Holyneſs, 


till they laughed themſelves out of all Relig- 
ion; and that they might run as far as they 
could from the Sul 
They run into the other Extreame of Debau- 


| . chery, lrreligion; and almoſt down right A- 


theiſm, inſomuch that they ſeldom gave any 
other proof of their Belief of the being of a 


| F God, but-whenthey Swore by his Name. This | 
1 Spirjx 
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picion of being Hypocrites, 
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Spirit of Libertiniſm and Pr ofaneneſs hath left 
| but little Ground; the Preſent Members o 

our Church are as ſafe, as their Fathers were, 
from being accounted Hypocrites, as long as 
-{wearing,:curſing, Drunkeneſs: and Lewdneſs 
can i defend them from ' ſuch an imputation; 
i ſomuch that every Grave and ſerious Church 
man is in danger ot forfeiting all claim and 
Title to that Name, if he will not run inte 
theſame Exceſs of Riot and language as they 
do; ſo that if a Man were to make a Judge- 


ment of the Doctrines of our Church, or to 


form his Notiou of Religion from the Actions 
and Behaviour of theſe men, He would little 
expect to fiaid Sobriety, Mcekneſs, aud ſuch like 


Chriſtian Graces in the Number of them, gr 


to read them, recommended to his practiſe in 
an EET © 

Gd grant it may be the chief Endeavour 
of us all to appreve our ſelves ſerious and 
good Chriſtia:'s and that we may adorn our 


good Profeſſiion with an Unblemiſhed Life & 


Irreproachable conduct; that we may be con- 
tinually doing all the good that our Station 
requires of us, and the Abilities beſtowed up- 
on us by God give us the power of doing; 
that ſo whe our Great Maffer ſhall call us 
hence, We may lay down our Heads with com- 
fort, and be able to ſay, We have finiſhed the 


Work, which He gave us in Truſt. I am, 
s „ 5 8 : EY ! 9 i . : 


Gentlemen, 
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NI is remarked of Solon the 
Fa Sx Athenian Lawgiver, that he 
enacted no Law againſt the 
Murder of Parents, fearing, 
4 42 N leaft by the very mention 
IT 1 ID = and prohibition of it, he 
22 2 miegzt excite ſuch an unnatu 
1 ral and impious thought in the heart of Men 
ur that poſſibly might otherwiſe never have en-, 
id tred there. Thus I am almoſt tempteꝭ to think 
ur that if it had pleaſed God. not to have forbid-! 
3 den the profanation of his Holy Name, by 
n- | vſing it lightly and zrreverently,” and by eur ſing \ 
on and Swearirg by it, man kind had net ſo eafily 
Ip- } fallen into that accurſed Practiſe. If there had 
$3 (been no Law, poſſibly there might have been 
us no 1 For Swearing is not in the num- 
m- ber of thoſe vices, that Men are led into by 
the the frailty of their nature or the unrulineſs of 
kdheir paſſions, it having no Temptation to 
excuſe it, No man, as has been excellently 
well obſerved, being born of a ſwearing con- 
1 ſtitution. It is the only Folly Men are guil- 
ant, ty of, that propoſes no End, that Satisfies no 
'- 74 Appetite, that gratifies no defire, that brings 
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aſed in Mien mind? If none of theſe things 
follow; if 


Yn 
call to mind the many Oaths, that he has ſworn, 
and let him ſee, whether ſuch. recolle&ion gives 


him any content or Satisfaction; Let him; if 
he will fwear « Thouſand and ten Thouſand new | 
Oaths, and let him ſhew us, if he can, what 


he hag gained by them, Is he Richer or wi- 


fer than he was before? or does he live in 


more credit and eſteem? or is he better ple- 


A 


he both condemns himſelf, aud 
Js condemned by all the World beſide; then 
e will eaſily ſee how inexcufable this ſenſe- 


leſs wicked PraQtle is, and that he has all the 


Reaſon in the World to expect, that God 


will be as good as his Word, that He will not 
hold him guiltleſs, that taketh His Name in 


5 


If we look abroad into the World, ard take 


„ 
* 


1 view of the Nations, that are guilty of | 


this ſtrange Sin, there we ſſiall meet with a 


Circumſtance, that will make us ſtand amazed, 


and fill us with Horcour, and aſtoniſhment ; 
There we. ſhall find this Infamous and Helliſh 


Cuſtom to obtain and be, moſt in uſe among 


Chriſtians, and J may adde, among Chriſtians 
only; for the Chriſtian· Nations are the only 


of, who accuſtom themſelves to ſpeak lightly 


and irreverently of their God, and profane his 
Fews are never guilty in this point. The Hea- 
bens never did, nor do they now itnprecate 
damnation to themſelves, nor do they in their 
common diſcourle; as Chriſtians doalmoſt e- 


175 Name by Curſing and Swearing by it. The 


very hour of their Lives curſe themſelves; or 
Pthers, unleſs they have. lately learnt jt; from 


* 


our 
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our Profane Seamen, who think that Oaths and 
Curſes are an Embelliſhment to our Language; 
And the IJurks and all the Followers of Mabo: 
met, never mention the Name of God without 


the utmoſt-Venerztion and Regard, with hands 


and Eyes lifted up to Heaven. Chriiaus alone 
fly in the Face of their Benefactor, And Affront 


their God. It will doubtleſs therefore be more 


tolerable for Jews and Turks, and Heathens 
in the Day of Judgement, than for ſuch Profane 


and impious Chriſtians, who have not only 


the Light of Nature, but alſo the Glorious light 


of the Goſpel to guide and direct their actions 


by; who yet fin on with a high and preſumpt- 
uous hand, againft the checks of their -own 
conſciences, againſt the commands ot God, and. 


in defiance of his avenging wrath and ama- 
Zeing threatnings. Great and Good God ! that 


ſo mean, ſo vile a Creature as Man ſhould 
dare to fly in the Face ofthe Majeſty of Hea- 
ven, and profane that facred Name, before 
which Angels bow, aud Devils tremble, and 
call upon the Great God of Heaven and Earth 
with horrible, Rage and Fury to Damn them! 

If this be then the Cuſtomary and Com- 


mon Sin of our Times; it both Rich and 
Poor, both old and Yourg are guilty of it to 


a great Exceſſe! what have*we'to plead in 
our dehalf to ſtay the Avenging hand of 
God, from afflicting our ſinful Land with ei- 


ther of the ſore ealamities of Peſtilence, the 
Sword or Famine? to what other eauſe can 
we impute it, that his Anger is not yet 


let looſe upon us, that o Land does mot yet 
mourn, and our pleaſant Places are not yet dried 
up, but to his long, ſuffering and 1 
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ſtantly iotercede at the throne of Grace, for 


were Profane, as well as the People, and there 


are Inſtant in Seaſon, and out of Seaſon too, we || 


give our People Warning from God of the evil 


at our hands, when God ſhal) call every .unre- # 


. ... Wrath was gone out from God among the 


Fg x. 8 \ 
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ind to the Prayers. of Good People, who con-. 


all mankind, as well as for themſelves? the 
Caſe is not ſo bad indeed with us, asit was with 
the Jews; for there both Prophet and Prieſt 


as hardly one Righteous Perſon left te 
nd in the Gap to avert God's wrath from 
going forth and ſpreading over · a guilty. people. 
Here, we, Who are put in truſt with the Goſpel; 
do even ſo ſpeak, not as pleaſing Men but God. 9 
wha trieth our bearts : We. preach the Nord, Ne 


reprove. we rebukæ; and Exbort with all Long 
ſuffering and Doctrine. . Knowing the Terrors , 
the Lord ve endeavour to perſwade Men to leave 
their ſinful curſes; we life up our voices ag- 
ainſt'the cuſtomary Vices of our. Days; We 


and the danger of their Ways; .of the guilt 
and heavy puniſhment that is denounced ag- 
zinſt Profaneneſs of Gods moſt ſacred Name, 
and whether or no, they will hearken to us, 
we have this comfort, that we have delivered 
eur own Souls, and that wheſoever ſhall die 
in his iniquity, his blood will not be required 2 


claimed Swearer to an account for his prove 
king and preſumptuous Offences,  . 


Jews, becauſe of their falſe -Oaths & frequent 
perjuries, becauſe of ſwearing, - the Prophet 
tells us, the Land mourned, is by reaſon of 
the many Plagues and Judgements that God 
had ſent as a. puniſhment for their outrage- 
ous enormities, Let not the Swearers or ur, 
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ays take heart from hence, and flatter them? 
ſelves that all is & will be well with them, 
becauſe God hath ſent no Iekent of his Aven- 
{ S#ing wrath among them. Alafs the Rod is hell 
over their heads, and nothing can avert the 
7 impending Stroke from falling oa them ſooner 
dor later, but their repentance and amendment; 
i whilſt they continue obdurate and impenitent, 
They render themſelves liable to the heavy 
wrath of God: there is not one Plague or cala- 
YZ mity in all the Storehouſe of Heaven, but they 
have reaſon. to apprehend will be inflicted on 
them, Was the Few by God's command  Sto- 
Hed to death for Profane Curfing ! was he to 
3} fſufferſo ſeverely for one unadviſed Slip, for 
3} one ſingle Curſe, uttered in a Paſſion, in the 
heat of provocation, whilft he was contending q 
7 with another Perſon ! And ſhall Ch: z/ians think | 
to efcape unpunifhed for ſuch contemptuous 
bſage of God, for ſuch Audatious Profa at ion 
of his Name, repeated every Day, and almeoft 
every hour they live? what! tho God ſuffers 
many hardned Sinners to live out the Num- 
ber of their days, and to go down to the Grave 


R y ⁰y d yy y ee Rc aend.s 


e: in peace, will the Common Swearer infer from 
d Hence, that there is no puniſhment in Store 


N for him? that the Vengeance, which he hag 
Jo often imprecated on his own head, will net 
beeꝛkecuted on him in this Life? But Sup- 
& 4 pofe God ſhould think fit to ſpare him alſo 
it nin this World, and ſuffer him to live, till 


. he has filled the meaſure of his Iniquities, Can 
of He eſcape from God, when He comes into 
5d the net World? No let him be aſſufed Cod 
e Foil then take him at his Word, fulfi!l a'l 
ur bi. Execrable Wiſhes, and give him tht 
9 E 1 
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Damnation to the full, that He ſo often called 


upon Him for in this Life. Hath God forbid- 
den us to take his Name in Vain, & Solemn- 
ty Declared that He weuld not hold that Man 


Guiltleſs, that does ſo; And will He not 


do ye think repay theſe Audacious Sinners to 
their Face, and Grant all their wicked Pray- 


ers and Curſes, all thoſe plaguesand miſchiefe, 
Which they had io often in defiance and con- 


tempt of his Laws imprecated upon them- 
ſelves ? LD 3 5 

Let the Swearer turn to the 19th Chapter 
of Hxodus, and when he has read with what 
Solemnity and fe the Divine Law 
was given by God , himſelf deſcending upon 
Mount Sinai, in the midſt of Fire and Smoak; 
lightning, Thunder, and Tempeſt, let him 
tell us, whether he can think, the third Com- 


mandment, which was among the reſt proclaim- 


ed with ſo much Pomp and Dread, can be ſo 
cheaply and eaſily broken as it often is, and 
that God's Holy Name ſhould be toſſed about 


by every looſe and wanton Tongue, or whe- - 


ther, upon due conſideration, it be not a mzt- 
ter of that moment and importance as ought 
to make a deep impreſſio on his mind, as 
ought to beget in him à Reverence for the 
Name of God, and check every thought and 


Word, that has the leaſt tendency towards 


the profanation ot it. Let but ſuch a Man bring 
himſelſ to be ſerious: one ſhort hour, and ru- 


minate on theſe matters in good earneſt, and 
let him ſee, whether his heart will fail to ſug- 


geſt a becoming, an Awful, and a Reverent re- 
gard for the Name of God, and alſo excite in 
him ſhame and repentance for having done it 
) | 
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Let the Common $wearer, as often as he 
comes, to the Houſe of God, and hears by the 
mouth of the Miuiſter, God forbidding him to 
take his Name in Vain, Let him once in his 
Life conſider ſer iouſly, the anſwer he is to make 


1 and which he bas often made before ouly, a8 
matter of Form, and then he will ſee, that 


when he ſays, Lord have mercy upon us, and ene line 
our hearts to keep this Law, he not only ack- 
nowledges his paſt guilt, and begs of God for - 
giveneſs for his numerous offer ces in this kind, 
but alſo humbly implores him to give him 


Grace, and incline his heart to keep that Law 


better for the future. Let. him but make this 
anſwer devoutly from his heart, and then 
when he has turned his back, upon the 
Church, ſee, whether he will ſo eaſily, as he 
has often done before ; fall into the ſame nn- 


_ godly practiſe, and with the ſame mouth, that 


had ſo lately called upon God to have merey 
upon bim, call him with dreadful Oaths and 
imp recat ions to Damn him. If theſe thoughts 
had but their due weight and Force, I am 
perſwaded men could not be brought ſo eaſily, 
as they now are, to blaſpheme the ſame God, 


whom they had juſt before been praying to, and 
that, that Diſhonour of God that contempt of 
Religion, ard thoſe horrid Impieties, that 


ſpread ſo wide, and are fo ſhockirg to the ears 


olf every ſerious Chriſtian; would not ſo fre- 


quently be found among our People. 


an immortal Soul, and he will find it is of 


ſuch an ineftimable price, that the Son of 
Bod, the Redeemer of the World was content 
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Let the Swearer next conſider the value of 
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to die a painful ignominious death to reſcue 
it from the wrath of God and eternal death. 
And will he ſet fo lightly by that Soul, which 
Chriſt hath purchaſed at fo dear a rate? and 
barter it away for Nothing? what have No- 
thing in Exchange for it? This Circamflance 
ſets the Folly of the Swearer in its 
true light enhances his guilt, and makes it 
inex-uſable z The wearer alone ſells his Soul 
for Netbing, which all other ſinners ſell for 
ſomething that is either Profitable or pleaſing, 


T have therefore ever thought it the moſt ſtrange. 


and u accountable thing in the World, that 
Men can fall i to this dreadfull fin of ſwea r- 


ing and profaning the Name of God, when 
they know that God has threatned them 


who are guilty of it with eternal Pains, to 
the Commiſſion of which fin, They are neither 
drawn nor Adviſed by any one; they are not 
tempted to it by any oftheir paſſions; They 
are neither pleaſed with it, whilſt they are 
doing it, nor when they have done it. There 
is ſomething to be faid for Men being drawn 
into other ſins; the Force of temytations 
overcome them, and they ſubmit to the po- 
wer of their unruly Appetites, and to the 


allurements of Profit or Pleaſure, Men propoſe 
me intereſt, ſome profit or pleaſure in moſt 
ether ſins. But 1 afk you, is there any plea- 


ſure in your Damning Oiths & Curſes? do Ye 


gain any thing by the? are ye led into them 


by any temptation? No, there is, there can 


be no Temptation to it, Nothing but the 


Imitation of a curſed enſtom, And therefore 
ane no excuſe or Abatement can be pleaded 


*1 behalf of it, Icannat but think, that 


- 
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God will puniſh it more ſeverely, than molt 
other fins. For to whom can the Swearet fly 
for refuge in the Day of Judgement ? can he 
have any hope in the mercy of God, whoſe 
Name he has ſeldom mentioned, unlefs it 
were to Curſe by it and blaſpheme it; can 
he take Shelter in the death of Chriſt, whoſe 
Precious Blood, and meritorious Wounds, he has 
o often in Sport or rage wantonly tofſed ab- 
out upon his Profane and Impious Tongue? 
He who has ſo often abuſed his God and Judge, 
mult expect all the ſeverity that ſlighted mer- 
cy and provoked Juſtice has in ſtore for him, 
I krow and am truly ſorry to ſay I know 
it, that there bre many Cuſtomary and Com- 


exhort you, and beſeech you to forſake this 
e, and to take care 
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er moment; than any Worldly Loſs, or 
Wordly Gain can poſſiblybe? in the concern 
of your immortal Souls for the Loſs of which, 
the whole World, if you could gain it, would 
not be a ſufficient Recompenſe? Is there any 
compariſon, any Proportion between the grea- 
teſt Worldly Loſs, ' and the Loſs of a Man's 
Soul? Why then do ye expreſs ſo nuch con- 
cern & ſorrow, at any Calamity that befals 
vou here, why do you toil and drudge, and 
think no. pains too much, and venture thro' 
Storms & Tempeſts, and Rife up early, and 
Fit up late, to heap up for a Life that three 
or Fourſcore Years muſt put an end to? and 
Mew no Sorrow and concern for thoſe dread- 
ful Sins, which you are daily and hourly 
guilty of, which if not timely repented of, & 
forſaken, will bring you to Everlaſting Deſt- 
ruction both of Soul and Body? Why fo 
much love to the Fading Things of this World, 
to a periſhing Body, that muit fhortly lie 
down and moulder into Duſt, and fo little 
concern and care to be in the Favour of God, 
and to ſecure an Eternal manſion in Heavet 
for your Souls, which you know, muſt live a 
Thouſand, and Ten Thouſand Years, in ever- 
laſting happineſs, or Everlaſting miſery, ac- 


cording as you have lived well, or Ill, in this | cl 
mort Life, But whether you will hear, or whe- we 
ther you wall forbear, whether you will go | ca 


on, or will forfake theſe wicked and dangerous 
Practiſes, yet ſhew ſo much pity to theſe young | 
Plants, that are training up in the knowledge 
of God, and his Commandments, as not to de- Mi: 
bauch their Morals by being your ſelves Ex- Win 
amples of Evil before their Eyes; Correct & i 

is N fettrain 
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refrain them from falling into the Naugbty 
Cuffoms of the World; and if Ye yourſelves 
will ſtill go on to Swear, and Curſe, and talk: 
immodefily and be Drunk, be ſure never to do 
theſe things before. young People, unleſs vou 
have a mind they ſhould imitateyou in theſe” «+ 
bad practiſes, as they cerraiuly will if you do 
not in time Reſtrain them; for Corrupted 
Nature is ever too much inclined to follow 
Naughty Examples ſooner than Good ones. F 
doubt Parents have much to anſwer to God for 
their negligence in this point ; the little care 
and pains they take to keep the Morals of 
their Children uncorupted, is too eaſily ſeen, 
if you will but liſten to the dreadtul Oaths 


| and Curſes, which they utter in their Play, f 
I which at length become ſo Familiar and Ha- 
- bitual to them, that they ſeldom or never 


o | leave tkem This is the Early and the com- 
mon fin of moſt Children, and very apt to 

grow ah them, and as it grows, it will moſt 

certainly leſſen that Reverence which they 

ought to have for God, without which they. 

can never ſerve him, is they ought to do; and 

therefore I do the more earneſtly recommend 

this care to Parents, becaufe there is reaſon 

to believe, that the Early wickedneſſes of moſt 

children ſpring from this bad Root. Have ye 

not guilt enough of your own, ye Naughty 

ga | careleſs Parents to anſwer for, dut ye muſt 

rous | alſo be Inſtrumental to the ruine of your 
ung | childrens Souls? God will certainly call you 

to d ſevere account for your want of care 

Lin in ſtructing, in admoniſhing and correct- 
Hing them, for te ching them to Swear your 

elves, and cauſing them to fall into this wick: 
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in an abborrence of this hateful Jin ; and upright 
Magiſtrates thay put the Laws in Execution ag - 
ain Profaners of God's Holy Name; but yet 
the Sicceſi of all their care and pains will, next 


God themſelves, nor ſuffer ſuch Enormities 
1 | 18 


ractiſe by your own Examples. God wilt 
all you to. an account for the Guilt and 
contagion that your children ſpread, by cor · 


rupting other children by their Examples, 


and thereby defeating all the care and pains 
that their Virtuous and Religious Parents took 
to train them up in the Fear of God, and 
knowledge of his commandments, Think what 


A heap of ſins ye draw upon your ſelves by | 


Occafionivg ſo many to fall into this Nangh- 


ty Cuſtom, by your Own bad practiſe and 


Example. Good and carefull Parents may tale 
what pains they can in breeding their children up 


to the Grace of God depend much upon what com- 
pany their Children ſhall fall into; (and it is 


impoſſible, to keep them from mixing fome- 


times with naughty company) and then they 


ſdon unlearn the dread an horrour in which 
they had been tratned up to this deteftable 


crime, and quickly came to know, what guilt 
and ſhame 1s,which their untainted Innocence 


had kept thern utter ſtrangers to before, Mi- 


nifters may Preach, and Magiſtrates may pu- 
niſn; and ſome good Effects, I truſt will al. 
ways follow from their endeavours 5 but the 
World will never thoroughly mend, nor this 
ſhameful Cuſtom be rooted Our, tilt every 


Man reſolves to begin at Nome, and eorrect 
what he ſees amiſs there; Till Parents will 


fefrain every Exceſs in themſelves, and in all 
About them, and neither violate the Name of 


in their Children and Dependents to go un- 
cenſured or unpuniſhed. I am almoſt aſham- 

ed to preſs this matter with ſo much ear:eft- 
neſs upon. you, becauſe, it is, yon all know, 
fo much your own concern, that the Salyation 

of your Souls depends much upon it; And 
indeed there ſhould be but little Need of Ar- 
gument and perſwaſion, to draw Men of from 
the practiſe of a Sin, that brings them in nei- 

ther in, nor after, the Commiſſion of it any 
manner of content or Satisfaction. And need ! 
3 ask you again, whether you will reſolve to 
Y Jeave this Sin, from which you are fure to reap 
nothing but ſhame and Repentance and ever- 

lafting Sorrows, „ 
If you have any true Regard for the Hon- 
dur of Gad, any concern for your own Souls, 
fhew it by fetting your Faces againſt this 
Preadful Sinn- * 
And tell me, I befeech you, that if the Per 
fon, whe curſed his Father, or his Mother, 
was by the Law of Moſes to be put to death, 
Phat an Heinious Crime muſt that Man be gui! 
ty of, and what punithment does he deſerve, 
ho Curfes his Creator, abufes his Greate#- 

Benefactor, aud Blaſphemes his Holy Name: 


* co 
Ll 
. 
4 * 
— 11 


— 


5 


3s 0 
Gen. the th. Chap. Ver. 20. 21. 


And Noah began to be an Huſbandm an and he 
planted a Vineyard. | - 
And He drank of the Wine and was Drunken, and 

Hie was uncovered in his Tent, | 


ac} Remarkable Tranſactions, and 
the moſt Eminent part of the lives 
and Characters of many excellent 

f= Good Men are Preſerved in Sasred 
Bs Hiſlury and delivered down to all 

Succeeding Generations of Mankind for their 

Uſe and benefit: Theſe, St. Paul tells us, are 

our Examples, and are writen for our Ad mo- 

nition, Their Virtues are {et in our View to 
excite our imitation. Their Faults & Failings 
are leſt Upon Record, not with any Deſign 

to bring them into contempt,or to fix a laſting 

ſtain upon their Names; but as a kind and 
Inſtructive Warning to us, to let us fee the 
Weakneſs of our Nature, and the pronenefs of 
our Diſpoſition to fin, that we may avoid 
ſpliting on thoſe fatal Shelves, on which they 
loſt their Innocence; and alſo to bring relief 
and comfort to our dejected minds, when we 

ourſelves lie under the guilt of Sin, and to en - 
courage Us to riſe again with them, by a 
| fincere Repentance, and to ſeek for Pardon in 
the way in which they found it. 
The Hiſtory now before Us gives Us a lively 
Inftance of the frailty of our Nature, and. 
thews Us, how eafily and quickly the very 
Beſt Men fall into fin, when they relax ever 
ſo little from their uſual guard, The —_ 
n tells 
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tells Us, that Noab planted à Vineyard, and 


diank of the Wine thereof, and was Drunken. 
His work and employment were Good, and 
for the benefit of the World; but they end- 


ed in reproach and Sin to himſelf. He, who 


planted the Vineyard, was certainly worthy 


do tafte of the fruit of it; and every Man, to 
whom God hath given Riches and Plenty, 
ſhould Eat and Drink, and enjoy the Good of 


all his Labour: Zut as Solomon adviſes, if 
Thou haft found Honey, eat not too much, 


leaſt thou ſurfeit; ſo ſhou:d Men Remember 


that Wine and ſtrong Drink are mockers, & 


take heed to themſelves, leaſf at any time their 


heatts fhonld be overcharged with ſurfeiting and 


Dr unkeneſs, He who was reſerved by God to 
eſcape that Deſtruction, which overwhelmed 


the whole World hefides; Noah the Right. 
eous, the Juſt, aud Perfect Man, the Example 


of Sobriety and moderat ion heretofore to ſin: 


ful Men, is overcome with the Strength of 
Wine, as if he had not been the man, the ſcri p- 
tures ſpeak ſo much in Commendation of, 
this Example ſhews us how hardly we avoid 
falling into Sin, when opportunity and temp- 


tation ſtand 1n our way, and entice Us, 


and the wiſdom it ſhould teach us, ſhould 
be to keep Out of the way, and at a 


diſtar ce from temptations, if we would pre- 
ſerve our Innocence, and to fly from all Oc» 
caflons that may brirg our Virtue into 
danger, rather than in confidence of our own 
Strength meet temptations in a vain preſum- 
ption of proving our ſelves Conquering over 
them. When Peter firſt Crew near to warm 
He little thought. 


himſelt at Caiaphas's fire, 
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fuch was then the courage and stoutnefs af 


his heart, the vain Surmiſes of a ſilly Ser- 


vat would draw him to deny his Lord & 
Maſter. The ſureſt way therefore for Men to 
keep themſelves free from ſin, is to ſhun 


every path that leads towards it; with this 


view David prays to Gad, O turn away miue 
, . .. . . 
Eyes from Vanity ; as if he feared and ſuſ - 


pected, his Eyes might draw away his heart. 
Noah, when he began to drink little thought 
he ſhould drown his Reaſon aud his ſenſe 
in the Wine; while he intended to reap the 
reward of his Labour, and enjoy the fruit 


of his own hands, He hath left an everlaſt- 


ing blot Upon his Name, and his Sin and 
his virtues will be remembred together to 
the end of the World; His Fault is recorded 
in the Holy Scriptures for an Example to all 


Poſterity, that they fall not into the like Of- 


Fence, that they may be warned from hence 
to receive the Gifts of God reverently and Uſe 
them with ſobriety, that the Things which 
were given us by God for our ſupport and com: 
fort, may not, prove a ſnare and a ſin to us. 
Noah drank of the fruit of his Vineyard only 
to refreſh himfelf; but it ſeems, the pleaF 
antneſs of the Wine tempted him to take ſa 
much of it, till he was Drunken ; and what 
was the Eflect of it? ſhane, He lay uncover- 
ed in eee OO mT 

Ihe deformity of this Beaſtly ſin of Drunk: 
eneſs is ſo manifeſt, and the effects of it ſo 


Mameful and Vile, ſo ſintul and miſchieyous, 


that one would think, there ſhould be but 
little need of Words and Arguments to deter 


Ken from the practiſe ef it, if it was 75 
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fo notorious, that no one ſin is more Cuſtoms = 
ary and Common, and as hateful as it is, 
committed with leſs reluctance; If Cuſtom 
and an Habit of ſinning did not by degrees 
wear off the ſenſe of the guilt and yileneſs 


of this ſin, Nothing ſurely eould bring rati- 


onal men to make it bhamiliar to them; 
but it is now ſo generally practiſed by all 
ſorts of people, that No man needs fear 
being reproached for it by andther ; The 
Drunkard is never Out of Cbuntenanee, ha- 
ving ſo many Companions ſharers in his 
2 and Men by Degrees habituate them - 
ſelves to this ſin, that they at length run 
into it with greedineſs, without any of that 
concern and horror. that it never fails tu 
raiſe in the breaſt of all ſober and Religious 


One might naturally expect, that the very 
fight of a Drunken man, the ſeeing what a 


trifling, Vain, weak, and contemptible fi> 


gure he makes, ſhould be a powerfnll re- 
ſtraint to keep all others from falling into 
the ſame deplorable weakneſs, and from 

beirg the ſcorn and deriſion of very Boys, 
Look upon the Drunkard, when his Eyes 
ſtare, his mouth drivels, his Tengue falters, 
and His Feet reel; how Ugly, how loathſome, 
how Morftrous does he ſeem to thee ? ſo loath+ 


ſome doſt thou ſeem to others, when thou art 


in the fame Cafe. And if he apprtars fo vile 
in the Eyes of men, how much mere loath» 
ſome and vile muſt he be in the Eyes of God, 


who hath given him both Fyes and Under 


g Randirg to direct his Steps, both which he 


Let 
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Let us now ſee to ſome of the ſhameful 
Effects that flow from this deteſtable Sin of 


Drunkeneſs. 1 
I mention firſt the ſad State of poverty, and 


want that it reduces many poor Families to, 


hoping, that this conſideration, will, if any 
can, open the eyes of the Drunkard, and awa- 
ken him into pity and Compaſhon to his 


-ruined family. We have often before our 


Eyes the ſad and wretched effects of an intem- 


perate way of living, a miſerable and Un- 


done family almoſt reduced to ſtarving by the 
Unthriftineſs, and ill Huſbandry of him from 


whoſe hands they expected their daily bread; 


ſuch wretched Objects of our Charity and 
Compaſſion almoſt every Day preſents to our 
view, which ſhould be a warning to all others 
from following ſuch deſti uctive courſes. The 


Fear and danger of reluciig to ſuch a mi- 


ſerable condition, thoſe, whoſe Intereſt is ſo 
faſt linked with our ewn, that we cannot 
be miſerable lone without making them ſo 
too, ſhould excite, us to uſe all due applica- 


tion and care, to keep of ſuch diſmal calam- 
ties, from our ſelves and Families, Not, but 
that, it theſe Naughty and unthrifty Men could 


only undoe themſelves, they would deſerve 
to be undone (for they who bring themſelves 


to poverty by Intemperance, cannot, I think 


ſuffer or be puniſhed: too ſeverely for their 


folly) but the miſchief is, they cannot be m1» 


ſerable alone, without involving all their 
Dependents in the ſame Misfortunes. What 


bowels, what tenderneſs or pity, can any 


Man pretend to bear to them, to whom he 


#vcs All Love and kindneſs, who inſtead = ; 
VVV. 
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uſing all his Care and induſtry to make thei# 
| lives as eaſie and happy, as his circumſtances 


* 


. 


will admit, beggers and impoveriſnes them, 
and leaves them the wide World to Shift in, 


and expoſes them to all the hardſhips and af- 
flictions that never fail to attend ſuch an 


uncomfortable ſtate, and, what too often is a 


moſt ſad Effect, forces them to betake them- 
ſelves to ſuch courſes, that bring both body 


and Soul to ruin. What can be ſaid in ex- 


cuſe for ſuch unnatural and inhumane Pa- 
rents, who drink away all their Subſtance & 


ſpend the greateſt part of their lives, moſt 
of their time and money in common Ale- 
houſes, whilſt their Poor Families ſmart and 


ſuffer ſor their extravagance. To ſee a 


number of Wretched Children reduced from a 


comfortable way of living, to the loweſt 


ebb of miſery and- wans, thro' the riot & 
Exceſs of him, from whom they had a juſt 


claim to all the comferts and ſupports. of 


Life, is 2 ſight that never fails to fill the 
breaft of every ſerious Chriſtian with pity and 
concern! what deep wounds ſhould it then 
give to the heart of the Parent himſelf, if 


it be not made of Flint or Braſs | With 


what horror and Confuſion muſt it cover the 
face of him, who is the unhappy Inſtrument 


of all their Sufferivgs, if he be not paſt 


feeling, and hath not loſt the bowels of a2 
Common Man, But in truth, I muſt ſuſpect, 


the Drunkard feels none of this remorſe, & 
is ſo far from repenting of his evil courſe of 


Life, that he would run over again the ſame 
Exceſs of Riot if he had the power and oppor- 


tunity; for it he thought at all, he could 
2 nos 


not Well avoid thinking, & ſeeing, that lie wag 
not ſent into the World for ſuch mean and 
vile ends, to trifle away & waſt the comforts 
and conveniences of life, in ſo loofe and 
profligate a manner ; fuch thoughts as theſe; 


tk he thought at all, would have power and 


force ſufficient to have reſtrained him from 
Laviſhing away his ſubſtance in Riot f and 
exceſs, which the Scriptures have often told 
him, would expoſe him to thewrath of God, 
ant the miſeries of the nezt World. It is in- 
deed difficult to findreftraints ſtrong enongh 
to Keep ſuch a Man within due bounds, whom 
neither the dread of God's anger, nor the in- 
ſupportable thought of ſceing his wife aud chil- 
dren expoſed to all the miſeries of poverty and 

ant, brought by himſelf, by his own extra- 
vagaace and folly to this Uneomfortable ſtate; 
when the Laws of Nature the commands of God, 
and all Civil and Religious Ties had veſted 
in them a Right and claim to Proviſion and 
obliged him to make it as comfortable as he 
could. The very Brute Beaſts are both-an ex- 
- ample and a reproach to ſuch Unnatural Pa- 
tents, who can thus lay aſide & forget all 
bowels, all care, and compaſſion for theirown 
Fleſh, whilſt even the wildeft and fierceſt of 
thoſe creatures never fail to cheriſh and feed 
cheir tender young ones, till they are to ſup- 
dort themſelves. %% 3 ; 

See here the care that ſuch men take of 
#hofe who love them beſt. and are or ought 
fo be beſt beloved by them! This is their 
Hadaeſs to wife and children ? So Feangely 


. - . 


foes this Sin of Drunkeneſs, Infatuate an 
Men, that they go on from day a5 
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day to entail all the miſeries and midfor- 


tunesthat poverty and want bring with them, 
on thoſe, to whom at the ſame time they win 


all happineſs. 


But Jet us ſee, whether the other Evils,that 
follow from this Ugly Sin, ſhould have a leſs 
reſtraint upon the. f 

1 recommend it to the thoughts of theſe Men, 


When they are cool and calm, to recollect, 


what Trifling and Frothy, what obſcene and 
filthy Diſcourſe has ſtruck his Ears, that flo* 
wed from the tongues of his looſe companions! 
What bitter Revilings, .what reproachful and 
abuſive language, what direful Oaths and 
Execrations and ſad *profavations of the ſacred. 
and Tremendous Name of God, what Quar- 
rels, Blood ſhed, and Murders, has he not 

both heard and feen! Good God i what bitter 
and poyſoned Streams, do thoſe polluted 
Fountains ſend out? what a Heap of Sins are 
here! What Man in his wits would frequent 
ſuch Houſes, and affociate with Profligate Idle 


People there, where, for he onght he Knows 


before he goes from thence, he may be guil- 
ty of all the Sins that are here enumerated ? 


What ſecurity has any man that he {hall come 


out again from thence unhurt, or even with 


his Life, when he knows that few Lays paſs 
cover his Head, that dees not give him a {ad 


account of ſome unhappy Man falling by the 


Sword or other violence, in the Fury & rzge; 
of Dripk & heat of paſſion? . _ E 
What Solomon ſays in reſpe& of the Harlot, 


1s but toc applicable to Taverns and Alchouſes , 
They, who frequent thoſe Howſes, would do well 


to atteiid to the Words of the Wiſeman at 
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the end of the th Chapter. Let not thine heart 
decline to their Ways, go not aſtray in their paths. 
for they bave caft down many wounded : yea, 
amy ſtrong Men have been ſlain by them; Their 
Houſes are the way to Fell, going down to the 
Chamber of death. And does uot ſad experience 
{oo often ſhew us the fruth of this? 

But if the Conſiileration' of all thoſe dread- 
ful Evils, that may befal them, have not 
weight enough to reſtrain them from ſuch de- 
fructive courſts; I have but one thing more to 
add, and that is to deſire them, not to be fo 


Cruel to themſetves, and do themſelves more 


miſchief than their worſt Enemies can wiſh 
them! ſee here what an Hnaccountable and 
Inconſiſtent Creature an intemperate Man is; 
He loves his Life above all things in the world, 


and yet runs deliberately with his Eyes open 


Into thoſe bad Courſes, which he knows, will 


ſhorten it, aud haſten on his End; and that 


Gift of God, I mean good Health, fo neceſſary 


to ſweeten the cares of Life, which Others, 


who want it, not thro' their own faults, eſteem 
as 2 Jewel of ſo true worth, that they would 
purchaſe it at almeſt ary price, This Man 
tramples under his feet, and Iaviſhes it away 
in Riot and Fxceſs, and Jays in fuel for a 
diſtempered old age, if Injured Nature can 


Hold out fo long; and to pleafe an unruly ap- 


petite purchaſes tormenting guilt and endleſs 


Woe. This is the hateful Sacrifice that every 


Intemperate Man pays to his great Creator for 
ſuch diſtinguiſhed bounty to himſelf; He 
. with his Maker for giving him a 
rong and Healthful Body, unravels the works 
ef his Hands as faſt as he can, and demoiiſhes 
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2 goodly F rame, that he may ſpend the wret- 


ched remainder of Life in the midſt of Rubbith 


aud Ruines. EE 
I cannot emmit this opportunity of giving 


a word of Adyiſe to a ſort of People, who doin 


a great meaſure live upon the Vices and ex- 


travagancies of Idle ill Huſbands, Their Em- 


ployment, and way of getting a livelyhood, 
does indeed expoſe them to fo many difficul- 
ties and temptatiors, that they muſt have 


à juſt ſenſe of Virtue and Religion, and give 


in a much greater Fear, and dread of offen- 
ding God, than of diſpleafing Men, before they 
will be able to get over, and withſtand them; 
but however it is their Main concern, as well 


as of all other Men, to reconcile their Tem- 


poral Intereſts to their future everlaſting ones, 
and not ouly to abſtain from all Acts of Sin, 


but alſo not be any ways Acceſſory to the 
Sins of Other Men. And now let me bring 


this home to them, Can a Man drink ard 
Squander away almoſt his whole Subflance, in 
ore of theſe Houſes, by which a Poor Family 
is reduced to Beggery, and are the ownersof 
thoſe Houſes no way Inſtrumental to their 
ruin ? Can a Neighbour be almoſt every day 
overtaken in drink, and can be that ſupplycs 
him with it, be altogether Innocent? Can 
He, who feeds ard cheriſhes his Extravagant 
Humour, and is ſubſervient to his vices, and 
Fxceſſes, waſh bis hands of all guilt? No, if 
He that is any ways Acceſſory, Aiding, or 


Encouraging to another Man's Sin, is fare to 


part ake of the guilt ot it; then what a ſevere 
Account have ſuch People, as little as they 
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mon them to Judgement? what Satisfaction 
They are capable of making for ſuch Huge 
Miſchiets, I will not take upon me to deter- 
mine; but this Iwill venture to affirm, that 
the Gains that accrue from ſuch wicked practi- 
les are utterly unlawful, and will certainly 
draw down Vengea ce on their heads, either 
in this Life, or the Next. Can the Name of 
God be ſo often blaſphemed, and ſo many 
acts of Riot and Druikenels be committed in 
their Houſes, and does not this at all concern 
Them? and have they nothing to Anſwer 
3 1 ö 
IT would not be theught by what I have 
ſaid to intimate, that all frequenting of Pub- 
lick Houſes is finful; T am very far from 
thinking ſo; Men may certainly go thither 
upon many occaſior.s and yet continue very 
F1nocert ; it is the too frequent reſort, and 
the exceſs that is committed there, that is 
to be condemned; and Ithink no wiſe man 
ſhould always chooſe to walk in a place full 
of Holes and Pits, where it is more than pro- 
bable He may fall and bruiſe himſelf. 
What ſhall I ſay more! what other motives 
and conſiderat ions can I preſs upon the Drun- 
kard to wenn him off this pernicious Sin? 
Let him ſeriouſſy look upon his Neighbour, 
who is Overtaken with drink, and view him- 
felf in him, and ſee what a hateful, Ugly, 
filly and contemptible Figure he makes, and 
reflect, how often he has delaſed and Unman- 
ned himſelf. & ſank himſelf to a Level with 
| fhe Brutes, that have no Underſtanding, 

If the Ancient Poets had lived in our 
days, They negdel not to have been at 
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| ſhould alſo. remember that ſuch Examples 
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the trouble of Feignivg that Men were trans - 


formed into Beaſts; view but a Drunken man, 
and you will quickly ſee a near xeſemblance 
of many kind of Beaſts in him; the Fox, the 
Ape, the Bear, the Swine ſoon diſeover them 
ſelves in the Actions of a Drunken Man, But 
1:: truth we 4o great Injury and wrong to the 


FBrutes by this compariſon; View them both 


in the indulgerce.of their Appetites, the one 
as a Rational Creature, the other as a Brute 
that hath no Uuderſtandivg, and you wiliſoon 
ſee, which of the two is the Greater Brute, 
and which ſhews moſt deformity and turpit- 
nude in his Actions. Brutes eat and drink to 
ſatisfy Nature, and when thoſe Ends are an- 
ſwered, They deſire no more. Man is ever 


indulging his unruly appetites, and running 


continually from one degree of riot and exceſs 
to another, ever exceeding. the bounds of tem- 
perancs and Sobriety, and is never ſatisfied, 
till be 3s ſurfeited. He drowns the Image of 


| God in himſelf, and ſcarce retaineth the Im- 


age of Man; All his Thoughts, his Words, 
and Actions are nothing but Deformity and 
Sin. If Sobriety be the Band and Cement 


ol Virtue ; if Shame and Fear, if — 


Knowledge are powerfull reſtraints to kee 
us from Offending, How neceſſarily muft the 
Intemperate Man, who bas loſt his guards and 
Security, fell intoall manner of Sin, 

Such Men ſhould ever keep fixt in their re- 
membrance the Examples of Lot and Noab, who 


betrayed more weakneſs and Sin in one hour 


of Drunkeneſs, than they had done thro the 
whole courſe of their Lives before, and they 


ae 
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are preferved in the Holy Scriptures not for 
their Imitation, but Admonition; and are ſet 
there, as Landmarks, to warn all mankind of 
the dangerof their ſplitting on thoſe fatal 
Rocks, on which they ſhipwracked their Inno- 


| cence; for we certainly make a very wrong 


uſe of ſuch Examples, if we look upon them 
with any other view, than as ſad Inſtances of 


Humane Frailty, and as an Inſtruction to us 


to look well to the ground we ſtand upon; & 


to flee all dangerous approaches to Sin, or if 


we read ſuch Hiſtories to keep our ſelves in 


Countenance, when we fall into the like Offen- 


ces, and make them a Pattern and an Excuſe 
for Sinning. God hath ſuffered the very Beſt 
men to fall, that no man might hereafter 


truſt in his own Strength, and that, when we 


are fallen, we may learn from their repentance 
to riſe again. and amend our Lives, If we 
have been Adulterers, Blaſphemers, or Drun- 
kards, fo was Lot and David, Paul and Noab ; 


yet theſe now reign with Chrift; and ſo may 
we too, if we like themrepe':t us truly of 
our former Offences, and entirely forſake our 


wicked practifes ; if we reſolve hence forth to 
die to Sin, & live a life of Righteouſneſs, 
To which good end Let us pray to God, to 
bring ns to a ſight and a ſenſe of our Sins, and 
to raiſe in us a deteſtat ion of all our Evil 
ways, that having by the Aſſiſtance of his Good 
Spirit brought forth Fruit unte Holineſs, we 
may in the End obtain Everlaſting Life thr6 
Jefus Chriſt our Lord, Amen, Amen, 
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Books Printed for J. Oſborn in Pater Noſter Row, 


and T. Gittins Book-ſeller in Shrewſbury. 


Rue Proteſtant Zeal for a divided unthin- 
king Nation. oy 
A Sermon Preached November the 5th 1715. 
By a Shropſhire Clergyman, is moſt humbly. 
Dedicated to the Right Honuurable the Lord 


Lieutenant & Deputy Lieutenancy of the ſaid 


County; and all other his Majefties good Sub- 
jects; ſhewing the great danger our Holy Re- 
ligion, and happy Conſtitution in Church and 


ſtate are expoled fo by our unhappy Diviſions, 


- 7 


Pretender, ad. Edition. 


and what we are to expect from à Popiſn 
The Ways, that lead to Rebellion laid open, 


A Sermon Preached at Llan y Mynach in Shrop- 


ſhire the 3oth of January, 1915-16. By. V. 
Powell, M. A. Chaplain to the Right Rever- 
end Father in God, Villiam Lord Biſhop 


olf Ely. | 


The Humour of Dueling, Conſidered, It's 
Pretenſes examined into, And Exploded by 


3 Gentleman of Wales. 


Ir Tho: Girtine Bo-k-ſeller on Matdal head 
in Shreſbury, you may be furniſh'd with. 


all ſorts of Books; Violins, ' Flutes; - Hoboys, 


Reeds, Flagilets, ſtrings for, Violin- & Harp; 
Muſick Books and Play Books, © ol 


Stamp'd Paper, Parehment, Bonds & Iüdentures, 


Ink horns, Fountain Pens, Super- 


fins waz, Waters, Sand Boxes, Black & red 
Pencills, Neat feals, Holman's Ink Powder, 
Japan Ink, Indian Ink. Harbin's Japan Cake 


Ink, all ſorts of fine gilt Paper, neat. Letter 
-Caſes, Paper hangings for Rooms very neat. 


Proſpective, & Reading 
of Caſes. # | Id 
Bateman's true ſpirits of Scurvey Graſs 
Golden and plain.  Stoughton's great 
Cordial Elixir for the ſtomach, cg. 
fugar Plumbs for killing: Worms in Children: 
FSGayves : Gripe & Collick Water. 

3 The moſt famous Dr. Daffy's 
rr... 2M 
A large neat Map of Shropſhire, with the 
Gentlemen's ſeat, with 204 Coats of Arms 


neatly graven in the Margin, very Ornament- - 


all, may be had with or without them 
Alſo ſliding Rules, Braſs compaſſes, ſcales and 


weights for ſilver & Gold. n Dutch 
Vellum Books, Ivory Ieaves in ſhagreey caſcs/ 


du... 
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File Cryſtail ſpectacles for all Ages; 
Glaſſes with varieties, 
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